	



	EUREF - 2006 


Social program for accompanying persons:

14 June, 2006

10.00 – The historical Riga

The Historical Riga
This tour will give you a chance to get acquainted with the rich cultural and historical heritage of Riga. Within this guided walking tour you will be shown the most prominent historical, cultural and architectural monuments of the capital city of Latvia - Riga.

What you will see:
You will have an excellent opportunity to see the following places: the Riga Castle, St. Peter's Church, the Dome Cathedral, St. Jacob's Church, the Gunpowder Tower, the Monument of Freedom, the Swedish Gate, the Blackheads' House, buildings representing Art Nouveau Style and many others. You will not only be able to observe these cultural, historical and architectural monuments, but also enjoy the spirit of the medieval atmosphere, which dominates in the narrow streets of Old Riga. The guide will be glad to tell you everything you are interested in about the particular objects and about Riga in general. 

Price (per person) – 20 EUR
14.00 - Open air ethnographical museum 

The Ethnographic Tour

If you are interested in the folklore and rural life of Latvia, this tour is the best for you to get acquainted with it. In a short time, without leaving the capital city of Riga, you will learn a lot about Latvian traditions and ancient buildings and trades at the Ethnographic Open-Air Museum of Latvia. 

What you will see:

During this ture you will be taken to the Ethnographic Open-Air Museum of Latvia. The museum was founded in 1924 and is one of forest  on the oldest in Europe. It is based in the suburbs of Riga  in a pine forest on the Banks of the Jugla Lake. 

n this museum you will be able to observe from the outside and inside the numerous wooden buildings of the 18th and the 19th centuries, including traditional rural buildings of Latvia: farnsteads, churches, windmills, craftsmen’s houses, taverns, etc. 

In summer various craft exhibitions are held in the museum and visitors can see craftsmen working: weaves, smiths, wicker-makers, potters and many others.

Price (per person) – 40 EUR
Evening Welcome Cocktail. Participation is free of charge.

15 June, 2006

Excursion to Jurmala

· Jurmala history. Art-Noveau Buildings of the beginning of the 20th century

· Open-air- Ethnographical Fishery museum
· Kemeri National Park
Price per person 40 EUR
Evening common dinner is planned for all participants and accompanying persons. 
Participation is free of charge
16 June, 2006

Rundale Palace
The Royal Tour 

This is one an excellent tour for to get acquainted with the attractions of one of the historical regions of Latvia – Zemgale. The key point of the tour is an excursion to one of the most outstanding architectural monuments representing baroque and rococo the Rundale Palace.

What you will see:
This excellent tour will give you an opportunity to visit one of the largest towns in Zemgale – Bauska, which is located 67 km from the capital city of Riga. In this town you will be taken to the romantic Bauska Castle ruins located on the spot where two rivers – Memele and Musa – meet together to become one large river called Lielupe. After that you will be able to observe the Rundale Palace – a palace that was once specially built as the summer residence of the Duke of Kurzeme Ernest Johan. The palace fascinates visitors with its impressive interior that conveys the royal spirit to everybody who comes here. The Italian architect F.B.Rastrelli created the Rundale Palace in the 1730-ies, who was also the creator of the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. Besides, you will see the former servants’ house at the Rundale Palace, called Balta Maja  (the White House). Nowadays there is a cozy café with a number of unique ancient household tools.

On the way back to Riga you will be taken to the Mezhotne Palace – a Neo Classical building situated on a scenic landscape and an oldies park nearby. This castle was once the property of princess Charlotte von Lieven. The palace was fully renovated in the year 2001 and now offers to its visitors a wide range of services for business and recreation.

The Turaida museum reserve – the only specially protracted cultural monument in Latvia – will also be shown to you within this tour. The territory of the reserve is about 45ha and it comprises such historical and cultural monuments as the Turaida castle, the Turaida Wooden Church, the grave of the legendary Rose of Turaida, the baronial estate of Turaida, as well as “The folk Song Hill” and “The Song Garden” with their beautiful stone sculptures which will convey to you in nature and folklore rooted mentality of the Latvian people.

Besides the places of interest mentioned above, you will also have a great opportunity to call at a nice tavern called Raganas Kekis (Witch Kitchen) where you can enjoy excellent domestic meals in a specifically designed interior, try self-made Witch wine and Witch bitter beer. You can also make unforgettable photos with the eccentric wooden Witch sculpture.

 Price (per person) – 50 EUR

Opera performance – for additional price
W.A. Mocart  Le Nozze di Figaro
17 June, 2006
Excursion to Sigulda
This tour will take you to the most popular tourist area in Latvia - the town of Sigulda, located 50 km from the capital city Riga. Don't miss this excellent opportunity to visit Sigulda and its surroundings! You will certainly be impressed by the historical, cultural and architectural monuments of this area, as well as by its beautiful nature - forests, mountains and caves.

What you will see:
The ruins of the Sigulda Castle, built by the Order of the Brethren of the Sword in the 13th century, is one of the important places of attraction you will have a chance to observe. You will also see the historical complex of the Sigulda Castle  - the buildings, which can be seen nowadays, near the castle and were built in the 18th - 19th centuries.  
The Lutheran Church of Sigulda is another place of interest worth seeing. It is a typical Vidzeme church - elongated and rectangular. 
Keizarkresls and Keizarkrasts are other popular places of interest in this area.
You will also have a possibility to see two most popular caves in Sigulda. One of them is the Velna (or Devil's) Cave, which is said by the legend to be knocked in the wall by the devil himself. The cave is 9m deep, 7m wide and 4.7m high. 
The other cave to see is the Gutmana Cave, which is the largest cave in the Baltic States - 18.8m deep, 12m wide and 10m high. There are many legends about this cave too, but the most famous of them narrates about the Maiden of Turaida - Maija - who was killed there. 
The Turaida museum reserve - the only specially protected cultural monument in Latvia -  will also be shown to you within this tour. The territory of the reserve is about 45ha and it comprises such historical and cultural monuments as the Turaida Castle, the Turaida Wooden Church, the grave of the legendary Rose of Turaida, the baronial estate of Turaida, as well as 'The Folk Song Hill' and 'The Song Garden ' with their beautiful stone sculptures which will convey to you in nature and folklore rooted mentality of the Latvian people. 
Besides the places of interest mentioned above, you will also have a great opportunity to call at a nice tavern called Raganas Kekis (Witch Kitchen) where you can enjoy excellent domestic meals in a specifically designed interior, try self-made Witch wine and Witch bitter beer. You can also make unforgettable photos with the eccentric wooden Witch sculpture.

Price (per person) – 30 EUR

Extra service – for additional price:

Interpreter with language which you wish

Transfer Airport  - Hotel - Airport

Dinner at the City National Restaurant

